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“I Love to Tell the Story.” It’s the title of Charlie 

Smith’s favorite hymn, and it provides a pretty good 
framework for the lifelong journey that has brought him – 
again – to the familiar plains of Kansas. 

 
Though Charlie was born in Virginia, he spent his 

elementary-school years in Johnson County, Kansas. He is the 
only member of the family who didn’t go into medicine; his 
father was a pediatric surgeon and his mother and two sisters 
are nurses. His mother likes to tell the story that when her son 
was young, she predicted: “That boy is going to be either a 
politician or a minister when he grows up.” 

 
Fulfillment of that prophecy, however, took a while. 

After graduating from Washington & Lee University in 
Lexington, Va., with a journalism degree, Charlie worked for a 
Virginia newspaper and then the Associated Press wire service 
in Richmond, Va., and Oklahoma City, Okla. (where, among 
other duties, he was a sports editor, covering University of 
Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University games against 
Kansas, Kansas State and other old Big 8 foes); returned to 

Johnson County and worked for the Kansas City Star and then added to his resume Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty in Munich, Germany and newspapers in Missouri and Nebraska. Along the way, 
he married Diana, a high-school acquaintance from Oklahoma City. (Diana is a native Oklahoman; 
Charlie moved from Kansas to the Sooner State after fifth grade.) 

 
After a generation in journalism, Charlie pursued a call into ministry, graduating from the 

University of Dubuque Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Iowa in 2003. His first call out of seminary 
was to a church in Kingfisher, Okla., along U.S. Highway 81. It brought Diana and Charlie near to family 
and friends and provided a wonderful opportunity to learn and grow. That learning and growing 
continued through five years of solo-pastoring at Second Presbyterian Church in Newark, Ohio. He is 
two-thirds of the way through a three-year Doctorate in Ministry program, concentrating on preaching, 
through McCormick Seminary in Chicago, Ill. He graduates in June 2016. 

 
Charlie was drawn to journalism from a young age because he wanted to tell stories, listen to 

others’ tales, and help those in need. The transition into ministry has demonstrated that those same gifts 
and aspirations also anchor our discipleship for the Lord. As Charlie likes to say, he has gone from 
dealing with words to focusing on THE Word – of God. He has discovered a joy in proclamation as well 
as pastoral care that energizes mission and shared ministry. 

 
Two people with a number of interests, Charlie and Diana are avid readers and share another 

passion: Major-league baseball, specifically, the American League champion Kansas City Royals. 
(Charlie still remembers watching the Kansas City A’s play at old Municipal Stadium during his 
childhood.) They have traveled the country to see both major- and minor -league baseball. There is one 
other member of their household: Kate, a registered Kudabin (a.k.a. a mutt), who was rescued from a 
sister’s ranch in western Oklahoma. 
 
Official call extended to him Sunday, March 1, 2015. 


